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T h e  P a r i s h  o f  T h r e e  S a i n t s  
St Christopher, Lympsham  St Michael, Brent Knoll  St Mary, East Brent 

BAPTISM 
When do we hold baptisms? 
- on the fourth or fifth Sunday of a month at 

12.15pm or 1.15pm; 
  we normally have one family at each time, 

however, there may be occasions when we 
have another child to baptise and so there 
will be two families together; 

- or at our regular worship on a Sunday 
morning at 10.00am; 

  There will be exceptions due to the church 
calendar 

How do you book a baptism? 
- collect an application form the Church 

Office 
 
 

WEDDING 
How do we book our wedding? 
-   please contact our Parish Administrator in 

the Church Office, who will discuss with 
you availability of dates and times; will talk 
to you about the qualifying connection you 
have with the parish; and will take you and 
your fiancé’s details; 

-   you will then be contacted by our vicar to 
arrange a date to meet. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
Church Road, East Brent, TA9 4HZ 
E-mail:  churchoffbkebly@aol.com 
Phone:  01278 769 082 
Open Tuesday & Wednesday,  
10.30am-3.30pm 

Priest in Charge Revd. Simon Lewis The Rectory, Ash Trees, East Brent  
   rev.simonlewis@googlemail.com 
PCC Secretary Sandra Hanmer  01934 750 076 
Churchwardens Miss Frances James 760 287    Mr Mike Smith 760 691 

Services for October 2014 
Date Service Time Church 
  5th October 
Trinity 16 

Holy Communion - BCP
All-sorts-Worship 

  8.00am 
11.00am 

St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Christopher’s Lympsham 

12th October 
Harvest Festival 

Holy Communion - BCP
Eucharist 
Iona Worship 

  8.00am 
10.00am 
  5.30pm 

St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 
St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Mary’s East Brent 

19th October 
Trinity 18 

Holy Communion - BCP
All-sorts-Worship + HC 

  8.00am 
10.00am 

St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

26th October 
Bible Sunday 

Holy Communion - BCP
Eucharist 
Evening Prayer – Said 

  8.00am 
10.00am 
  6.30pm 

St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

Every Tuesday Holy Communion   2.30pm St. Mary’s East Brent 
Every Wednesday Holy Communion 10.00am St. Christopher’s Lympsham 

St Michael’s Sidesmen Rota 
12th October   8.00am John Harper 
19th October 10.00am Michael & Margaret Smith 
26th October   6.30pm Pat Doble 

St Michael’s Church Register 
Holy Matrimony 
Peter Francis Kingswell and Amy Katherine Mary Jones 
Wayne James Gardner and Amanda Goodale 
Jon Greenhalgh and Claire Reid 
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com) 
Minister Revd. Margaret Trapp 

I’m writing this following our harvest festival service.  And what a wonderful time of 
fellowship that was.  A big thank you to everybody who brought produce (which either 
raised monies for charity or was donated to our local food bank), decorated the 
church and provided food for our “bring and share” lunch afterwards.  
As promised in last month’s issue, those who benefitted from your amazing 
generosity at our August coffee mornings were: Christian Aid; the mental health 
charity MIND; the MS Centre (a local charity which assists sufferers of multiple 
sclerosis); and The Lifeboat Fund.  Thank you all, once again. 
Our monthly bible study group will meet on Monday 6th October at 2.30pm in the church.  
Refreshments will follow and I hope it goes without saying that all are welcome. 
Some of our church family have been unwell and unable to attend Sunday worship.  
From all of us at the Methodist Church, you’re in our prayers and our thoughts and 
are very much missed.  God bless. Rosemary Krull 

Preachers for October at 10.30am 
  5th October : Rev Margaret Trapp (Holy Communion) 
12th October : Rev Rod Ingrouille  
  (Link Service at East Brent Methodist Church) 
19th October : Rev Margaret Trapp (Songs of Praise) 
26th October : Mr Chris Luker 

Toddlers 
It was lovely to see all the toddlers and their carers after the Summer break.  
The children have been busy colouring some super Autumn pictures and our 
display boards are full of images reflecting this beautiful season, with falling 
leaves, cornfields and scarecrows.  
Just a reminder - there will be no Toddlers on Tuesday 28th October as it is 

half-term week but back on Tuesday 4th November. Jane 

Poppy Collection at Sanders Garden World 
We shall be selling poppies at Sanders Garden World from Monday 
October 27th to Tuesday November 4th. 
Please, if anyone would like to cover a 1½ hour slot, contact me, Sally 
Wingate (poppy organiser) 01278 760 610. 
As this is the 100th anniversary of the start of the Great War, it is so important we 
have a record collection this year. 
We shall also be holding a two minutes silence on Monday November 11th at         
11 o’clock in Sanders Garden World. Sally Wingate, Poppy Organiser 

Date for your Diary 
Previously we have held Carols on the Green.  This year we have a change of venue and 
we will be at the school on Monday December 15th at 7pm.  We hope you will be able to 
join us.  
As in previous years, we will have Harmony Plus Brass Band join us and will be 
collecting for a charity to be decided by the School, as they are kindly allowing us to use 
their facilities. Mike and Margaret Smith 
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© 

Call now for a free no 
obligation quote 
 

We will aim to beat  
all written quotes 
 
 
 

Part P Qualified  
 

17th Edition 
 

Inspection & Testing 
 

Fully Insured 
 

Registered 

24 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset 
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Basic pet obedience, Rally 
obedience, Agility, Flyball, 
Heelwork to music and fun 

classes. 
Behavioural problems a 

speciality. 
Supplier of NaturesmenuTM

raw meats. 
For further details phone: 

01278 760 477
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Brent Knoll Parish Council 
Meeting Summary - September 2014 
Meeting Attendance: 11 Councillors and 4 members of the public. 
Minutes of the July and August meetings: 
The Minutes of the meetings held in July and August were approved as true and 
accurate reflections of those meetings. 
Declarations 
There was a declaration of interest from Cllr Filmer on planning matters to avoid the 
possibility of pre-determination at a subsequent District Council planning meeting. 
Key Matters agreed and resolutions approved 

1. Gates arranged for fitting at Oak Tree Farm and Ball Copse Hall. 
2. Increased parked traffic reported between Methodist Church and Ivy Clad Hall. 
3. The hedge outside the Old Manor has been reported to the owner who will 

arrange with a local contractor to be dealt with. 
4. Verge between Fox and Goose and Somerset Court, Harp Road is potentially 

dangerous and will be reported to the County. 
5. Concerns highlighted about the stagnant rhyne near South Brent Close and will 

be reported to the Drainage Authority. 
6. Neighbourhood planning group in Burnham now underway with steering group 

and BKPC to be kept updated. 
7. Advertising on the Website discussed and further investigations are to be made 

to consider the viability (Cllr Filmer declared a pecuniary interest and left the 
room during this discussion). 

8. Speed Indicator device now delivered to BKPC; however a delay in installation 
due to protocol issues at County Council level. 

9. Defibrillator issue further investigations on suitability and operational matters 
being continued for final decision October meeting. 

10. War Memorial, Stone Cleaning to be undertaken and quotes sought. 
11. New benches to be installed on the village green September. 

Planning Decisions 
07/14/00017: Installation of two roof lights to south elevation and one to north 

elevation at Old Farm Burton Row.  Supported by the Parish Council. 
Finance Matters: Dealt with and payments agreed in line with published agenda. 
Full copy of the minutes available on the website and also available from the Clerk.  
Forthcoming meetings: Monthly Meeting 6th October, 7.30pm, (1st Monday) 
 Provisional Planning Meeting 20th Oct, 7.30pm (3rd Monday). 
Public always welcome to meetings.  Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk 
Brent Knoll Village Flag 
The Parish Council is looking to renew our Village Flag 
and will be placing an order soon. 
There is the possibility of a discount, if a number of flags 
are purchased at the same time. 
The prices are:- 
6ft x 3ft - £75; 4.6ft x 2.3ft - £49 and 3ft x 1.6ft - £25. 
If you too would like to Fly the Flag in Brent Knoll, please 
contact the Clerk by e-mail (above) or phone 760 803. 
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Tim Pitman 
What an enjoyable evening we had when the singer Tim Pitman 
appeared at the Parish Hall.  Some of us had not heard him 
before but we were in for a treat.  He has a wonderful voice and 
a repertoire to suit all tastes.  He sang songs ranging in style 
from Pop of the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s to some popular operatic 
arias.  He also included some Folk and Gospel music.  We 
were very impressed and we would be very pleased to welcome 
him back in the future. 
We are so fortunate to have a Parish hall where we can enjoy 
an evening listening to such a talented professional singer 
whilst drinking a glass of wine from the bar.                         Trish 

BRENT KNOLL BAZAAR 
FARMERS’ MARKET & PARISH CAFÉ 

SATURDAY 11th October 
at Brent Knoll Parish Hall - 10.00am to 12 noon 

Locally produced Fresh Beef, Pork, Chicken, Eggs, Cheese, Pickles & Preserves 
Asian Food, Vegetable Stall, Speciality Bread, Westcroft Cider, Homemade Cakes 

and Savouries, Phoenix Cards, Handmade Cards, Silver and Beaded Jewellery, 
Children’s Games,  Toys and Puzzles, Local Crafts, Textiles, etc., 

CDs, DVDs, Books and Bric-a-Brac. 
Plus Raffle 

The Parish Café will be serving Bacon and Sausage Butties and light snacks. 
Entrance FREE 

Good Quality, clean items for BRIC-A-BRAC stall will be appreciated, (collection or 
delivery) or to Book a Table (£7 per table) Phone Eddie Fuller (01278 760 308) 

Proceeds to Brent Knoll Parish Hall 

Harvest Supper 2014 
Our annual Harvest Supper this year will take place on October 18th in 
the Parish Hall commencing at 7.15pm prompt. 
This event is always a great success so; to avoid disappointment, 
purchase your tickets early.  We cater for vegetarians and those with 
small appetites! 
Music is provided by “The Mangled Wurzels” and we look forward to another great 
night. 
Tickets are available from Eddie Fuller (01278 760 308) or from the Village Shop.  
Ticket includes supper and a complimentary glass of cider or fruit juice on arrival.  
Buy your tickets early as this event is usually a “sell out”.  Admission by ticket only. 
  Sarah
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THE FROCK SHOP 
Dress Agency 

Brent Knoll’s Best Kept Secret  
Quality new
and nearly 

new designer
labels at

discounted
prices

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
10am – 4pm Mon to Sat 
11am - 3pm Sunday 
Situated behind The Acorns Café 

(formerly The Goat House) 
On the A38 at Brent Knoll 

01278 760 800 
www.thefrockshopuk.com

Adam Popham 
Director 
A M P Electrical (SW) Ltd 

 

Domestic/Commercial/Agicultural 
local Electrical contractor 

All aspects of electrical work 
undertaken in a courteous, friendly 

and professional manner 
 

Mark, Somerset,     07738221754 
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A professional, caring and friendly 
veterinary service for your pet. 

 
We can offer you and your pet: 

24 hour on-site emergency service  

24 hour on-site nursing care  

Modern facilities and equipment  

Large car park with disabled access 

Open weekdays from 8.30am-6pm  

Open Saturdays from 8.30am-12pm 

Manor Gardens, Berrow Road, Burnham-On-Sea, TA8 2ET tel: 01278 794794 
Also at: The Veterinary Surgery, Showground Road, Bridgwater, TA6 6AJ tel: 01278 451592  

email: admin@blakevets.co.uk 

    Find out more about us at www.blakevets.co.uk 
Consultations by appointment only.



                       
                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holywell Nursing Home 
 

Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 
Telephone: 01278 760 601      Fax: 01278 760 912 

Email: holywellnursinghome@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Registered Provider and Matron:  Sarah Joyce  RMN  RGN 
 

At Holywell we believe that all who use our services should feel welcome, safe and in control.  
That their rights to have choice, independence, dignity, privacy and fulfillment are respected. 

 
Holywell is registered and regulated by the Care Quality Commission and has been awarded 

the Quality Rating with Somerset Social Services. 
 

We now have accommodation for 30 residents. 
 

All rooms are ensuite and our recent upgrade includes a second lift, extra bathroom with 
ceiling hoist and a shower/wet room.  The kitchen is now in the centre of the Nursing Home, 

by the dining room. 
 

We can offer long term care, short term or respite care, from one night to however long is 
required, day care or visit for a meal or bath/shower.  Drop in information service, we are here 

to help and support our local community. 
 

We also welcome volunteers especially to help our less able to enjoy their meals, perhaps hand 
massage or give a hand with the activity ladies. 

 
People coming to live here are encouraged to bring with them items to personalize their rooms. 

 
We operate an open house policy, visitors are welcome at any time that the resident is happy to 

see them. 
 

A brochure is available which includes our Philosophy of Care and Statement of Purpose. 
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Holiday Accommodation 
Three bedroom apartment, sleeping six.  Overlooking the harbour.  In 
Porthmadog, Gwynedd, North Wales.  Porthmadog has a rich maritime and 
railway history, being the terminus of both the Welsh Highland Railway 
and the Blaenau Ffestiniog Railway.  An excellent base for touring the 
surrounding area.  The famous Italianate village of Portmeirion, built by the 
architect Sir Clough Williams-Ellis, is just 2 miles away, whilst Criccieth 
and Harlech castles are within easy 
reach.  As are Mt Snowdon, 
Caernarfon and Anglesey. 
The apartment has good views of the 
harbour and the Ffestiniog Railway 
terminus.  The shops are less than a 
five minute walk and the nearest 
beach at Borth-y-Guest a 15 minute 
walk.   Ample local walking in 
breath taking scenery. 
For more details please contact Jenny on 01278 760477 or 07748 781 593
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WHERE IN OUR VILLAGE 
Each month the BKN will have a small picture quiz – no prizes, but I hope 
you may enjoy guessing where the object shown is located within the 
Parish boundary.  

 Last month’s object is a feature which everyone will 
have passed by at some time or another.  It is 
located outside Pen Orchard and there is in the 
church a plaque on which is the inscription, “In 
loving memory of my husband George Barons 
Northcote Esqre of Somerset Court in this 
Parish…died Oct 23rd 1915…He brought the great boon of good 
water to Brent Knoll and Wick”.  This tap could be used by all 
villagers from the pipe he laid running to Somerset Court. 
This month’s object is also on a well-used thoroughfare and 

should not be too difficult to find. 
So where is it?  The answer and another object will be shown next month. JaPe 

Girls Just Wanna Have Fun! 
Girls just wanna have fun has been going for a year now and we hope everyone who 
has come to our evenings has enjoyed it.  This is a list of our next few evenings:  
21st October - Halloween Themed Drinks at Woodlands, 7.30pm, £5 
18th November - Extreme Knitting/Crochet at  Woodlands, 7.30pm, £5 
  9th December - Cocktails and Charades at  Woodlands, 7.30pm, £5 
If you are new to the village and would like to meet some new people, do come along.  
We are a friendly group; any questions speak to Caroline in the Village Shop or send 
an email to cheesechen@hotmail.com. Caroline 

“Meet & Eat” 
Meet and Eat will be held in the Nuttall Room at Brent Knoll Parish Hall on Monday 
October 20th.  Doors open at 12.30pm. 
Please book with Liz on 760 810 by Friday October 17th if you would like to come. 
We look forward to joining us for good company and wholesome food. 
 Liz, Rosemary, Bella and Weit 

Brent Knoll Local History Society 
Meetings of the Local History Society will continue at 19.30 (or 7.30pm if you are 
looking at things from an historical perspective) on the fourth Monday in October (the 
27th) at the Jubilee Room in the Parish Hall.  New members are always welcome. 
As this report goes in before the September meeting I cannot include comment on 
that, but will do so in the next edition. 
If you have any particular topics you would like to have discussions about during the 
Winter season, please do let me know and we will do our best to fit them in.  If you 
have done any research into aspects of the village history we would love to hear from 
you.  If you have any photographs, papers or other matters of historical interest and 
are happy to show and discuss them, then please get in touch. John Page
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CHELSEA FARM 
CENTRE LTD 

HARP RD, BRENT KNOLL, 
SOMERSET TA9 4HQ 

TEL: 01278 760 480 
PLUGS - PLANTS - BULBS - 

HANGING BASKETS - TUBS - 
PERENNIALS - SHRUBS 
ALL PLANTS IN THEIR 

SEASON

CITROEN SPECIALISTS -
PARTS, REPAIRS, SERVICING

OPEN 7 DAYS
PARKING FACILITIES
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Holiday Home 
for Happy Cats 

MRS PAT PAULSON, WICKNOLL HOUSE, 
BURTON ROW, BRENT KNOLL, TA9 4BX 

Tel 01278 769078 - Mobile 07860 404062 
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‘Bloomin Amazing!?!’ 
Much to our 
amazement, in 
the last week, 
the young 
Bramley Apple 
tree in our back 
garden has 
produced this 

blossom and there are four other branches 
with buds that look as if they will produce 
blossom too.  Is this usual in this area for 
September? Brenda Walker/David Cound 

Thinking about Green Deal? 
Then follow these simple measures: 

1. If approached by door to door or telephone salesperson, check the company 
has a registered assessor/Installer/Provider number; you can find this on the 
Government Green Deal website – http://gdorb.decc.gov.uk . 

2. Never pay money to anyone on the doorstep. 
3. Always ask for time to think before signing any contract, even when you have 

signed the contract you should have a cooling off period.  Never be afraid to say 
no. 

4. If you are offered Green Deal improvements for free be cautious!  
5. If you are looking to have Green Deal work done, shop around. 

For further information visit www.energysavingtrust.org.uk or call 0300 123 1234. 

Christmas Fair at St Michael’s Church  
This is an advance notice that the Parish of Three Saints will be holding a Christmas 
Fair on Saturday December 6th, 10am to 1pm at St Michael’s Church.  If anyone 
wishes to set up a stall at the Fair, please contact me at gerard.keele@btinternet.com 
or phone 769 010.  We would also welcome contributions for stalls at which small 
Christmas presents and decorations will be sold.  A group of singers from the 
Cheddar Male Voice has kindly agreed to sing carols at the Fair. Ged Keele 

BRENT KNOLL AND MARK TENNIS CLUB 
The new seasons Brent Knoll and Mark Tennis club whist 
drives are commencing on Monday 13th October 2014 at 
7.00pm at Ivyclad Hall.  
Everyone is welcome and there will be prizes and a raffle. 
Thank you to Frances James for providing the venue. Chris Outfin 

FRONT COVER Photo 
The cover picture was given by Peter Dallosso, but actually taken by his Canadian 
granddaughter during a family visit to her grandmother’s grave at St Michael’s last in 
July. Bob 
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We had good fun at our August meeting when Angie Jones attempted to make 
drummers of us.  She supplied all of us with an African style drum and encouraged us 
to beat out a rhythm.  Some of us were more successful than others but we all 
enjoyed it. 
In October we will be entertained by Steve Holford who is a singer, so we may end up 
singing along with him.  
Next meeting – 15th October – Steve Holford – Singer 
We are a very friendly group and we welcome new members of all ages.  We meet on 
the third Wednesday of every month, so just come along to a meeting or contact         
Joy Collett - 01278 760 458. Trish Mace 

WI CRAFT GROUP 
WI Craft will be on Monday October 20th in the Methodist Church School Room at 
2.30pm. 
We are a small friendly group who meet to knit and natter and have a cuppa. 
We are at present knitting for The Mission to Seafarers, Romania and ‘Somewhere to 
Go’, a charity in Weston for the Homeless and Vulnerable. 
For any more information please contact Margaret Smith on 760 691. Margaret 

Quotes and Tips from the Farmer’s Wife 
October 
3rd-4th Islamic Eid-ul-Adha, 3rd-4th Jewish Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement),        
8th Full Moon, 23rd Hindu/Sikh Diwali / Deepavali – “The Festival of Lights” 
23rd New Moon, 24th United Nations Day, 26th Clocks go back. 
Birthstone – Opal.  Flower of the month – Calendula. 
Cherries and onions are both good for maintaining a healthy heart. 
If the deer’s coat is grey in October, there will be a severe Winter. 
Much rain in October, much wind in December. 
Dried orange peel between woollies will discourage moths and add a pleasant scent 
to your clothes or blankets. 
Cat litter will soak up any oil spills, leave overnight, and then brush up, useful in the 
garage. 
Breakfast like a king, dine like a pauper. Farmer’s Wife 

Christmas cards for the Children’s Hospice 
Time is ticking on and the Children’s Hospice Christmas Cards have arrived and I am 
looking forward to bringing them to as many different places that I can.  As usual, I 
shall be at the Brent Knoll Village Bazaar and look forward to seeing as many of you 
as possible; I shall be at the October, November and December ones. 
Also if there are any groups or individuals who would like me to come along and show 
them, I should be very pleased to do so.  Just give me a ring on 01278 760 774. 
 Janet Breed 
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Hopkins Plumbing 

Heating  Boilers  Kitchens  Bathrooms  Garden Taps  Drains 

If Natural Gas, LPG or water connects to it,
I can install, fix or service it!

 

Landlords Certificates  -  Boiler and Fire Servicing 
Efficient work & friendly approach - No job too Small 

Over 25 years experience  -  Quality & Value 

07740 605507 
Or 01278 760710 

 

159240 
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PETER EVERETT 
Registered Osteopath

Highbridge  
Medical Centre 
Pepperall Road 
Highbridge 

Somerset
TA9 3YA 

01278 793223

Practice premises: - 

12 Woodborough Road,  
Winscombe BS25 1AA 

01934 844764

Burnham 
Medical Centre 

Love Lane 
Burnham-on-Sea 

Somerset
TA8 1EU 

01278 793223 

Can now be seen at the addresses below: -
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Kathryn Talbot 
Office and Secretarial Services 

 

Secretarial Services - Presentations, proof-reading, day-to-day correspondence, 
dissertations, leaflets, brochures/fliers, telephone/audio dictation, mailing lists, 
spreadsheets, invoices, CIS monthly returns, etc. 
Short/Long Term Office Support - Efficient, reliable, professional service 
PA Support - Diary management, event planning, travel arrangements, etc. 

Kennet House, 127 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 
Tel/Fax: 01278 760393 

Email: kathryn.talbot@btinternet.com 

OFSTED Registered
OUTSTANDING NURSERY EDUCATION

(OFSTED June 08)
Full Day Care 8am-6pm 
Mon-Fri (Term Time) 
Ages 2 Years to 11 Years 
Free places available for 3 and 4 year olds 

Tel: 01278 769126
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Brent Knoll House Histories 
Andrews’s Tenement – 6 
Last month we left George Richard Batman Ford as executor, acting on behalf of 
Elizabeth Paxman, for the will of Sarah Durbin, Elizabeth’s mother, who died on the 
29th September 1860.  Once again it became necessary to find a new lender.  This did 
not take long as our old friends, Gabriel Stone Poole and Hugh Ruscombe Poole, 
solicitors of Bridgwater, were called in to assist, though they are referred to in the 
deed as Gentlemen.  On the 5th November they signed a new Mortgage for the sum of 
£300 which was still outstanding, although all interest had been paid to date.  Shortly 
after, on the 1st March 1864, they were requested to lend a further £60, though, this 
time, the money was not for Thomas Gould but for his eldest son, Edwin. 
Looking at the census for 1851 it can be seen that the family of Thomas Gould 
comprised himself, aged 70, born at Puriton, and farming 15 acres, his wife, Esther 
(though in later census records known as Hester), who was the same age and said to 
be born in South Brent, though I cannot find an entry under any of her two potential 
first names in the Register.  They are recorded as having five children, but probably 
had six, for an Ann Gould is recorded as visiting the Chard family, just along the road, 
and is described as a Dress-maker.  Two of the other daughters are noted as being 
Dress-makers also, and a later census (1861) does record three daughters still at 
home, one of whom is an Ann.  In 1851 Mary, the oldest daughter is referred to as a 
Dress-maker, but Harriet has no occupation noted and Charlotte, the youngest 
daughter, is stated to be “employed at home”.  By 1861 both Mary and Harriet are 
Dress-makers, but Charlotte has either married or is visiting elsewhere, as she is no 
longer mentioned. 
There were also two sons, Edwin, the eldest, was about 27 years old and is a farmer 
of ten acres, whilst Joseph, three years younger, is an “Agricultural Labourer 
employed at home”.  Perhaps the most surprising thing about this family is that the 
two parents were born in 1781, but they did not have any children, at least as 
recorded here, until they were 43 years old.  Then they obviously decided to make up 
for lost time and had one child per year until they had seven children!  Mind you, it did 
not seem to affect Hester too much as she lived until she was 94 (although the official 
record of her death gives her birth date as 1783, rather than the 1781 noted in all 
former census records, making her, according to that, only 92 in 1875). 
To enable his son to acquire the £60 noted above, his father, Thomas, who is noted in 
the same census as a “Landed Proprietor” but in the deed as Yeoman (generally 
meaning a retired wealthy farmer), agreed to have a Surcharge placed on his 
Mortgage, effectively guaranteeing his son’s debt, although actually they both had to 
be liable for the money according to the deed.  
So why did Edwin want the extra £60 mortgage money, mentioned above?  That is 
where things get a little complicated.  Edwin is recorded in the 1861 census as a 
Dairyman in Solway Lane, Huntspill, but the 1864 deed says he lives in the same 
place as his father.  By 1861 Edwin was married to Emma, from South Brent, and 
they had three children, Harriet, Charlotte and Lawrence (all recorded together in 
Huntspill) so, if he had set up as a dairyman on his own he is likely to be needing 
some capital to ensure things run smoothly, but, if he is living back at home, by the 
time the money was acquired, that seems less likely.  Continued on page 20 



20 
 

Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued 
Actually Edwin’s father, Thomas, had made his last will and testament in February 
1860, so may not have been in the best of health.  However, he did not die until the 
11th June 1868.  Was Edwin helping with the running of the farm in Battleborough 
Lane?  I suspect not, for another deed, dated the 17th February 1871 states that he is 
living in Huntspill.  So the money was probably for his business there.  However, to 
complicate matters further, the census of 1871 shows Edwin’s mother, Hester, living 
in Battleborough Lane with Mary and Harriet, two Dress-making sisters of Edwin and, 
contrary to what the deed stipulates, Edwin and his wife and family in Brent Street, 
South Brent.  What’s more, his occupation is given as “Farmer out of business”, a 
very unusual attribution, particularly in light of the fact that the February deed is 
concerned with him borrowing an extra £42, though that refers to him as a Yeoman. 
This 1871 deed is interesting because the security for the loan is noted as “All that 
undivided part, share, estate and interest of him the Mortgagor as one of the seven 
children of his late father Thomas Gould deceased.  And all other part, share, estate 
and interest (solicitor’s do like to repeat themselves rather a lot!) if any whether 
expectant and contingent or in possession under the Will of the said Thomas Gould 
deceased of and in the Real Estate and Chattels real and personal Estate monies and 
effects of the said Thomas Gould deceased and of and in the purchase monies 
arising therefrom and which are divisible and payable on the death of Hester Gould 
the mother of the said Edwin Gould.”  So, mother had a life interest, but the children 
were to receive the benefit of the estate in equal shares after she dies.  Additionally, 
they only get their money subject to “two several mortgage debts of Three Hundred 
Pounds and Sixty Pounds with the Interest thereon due”.  Except that the second sum 
(£60) “was borrowed for the Mortgagor and is payable out of his share of the 
Mortgaged Premises”.  
The next deed is an Indenture dated the 29th May 1876 and records a sale between 
Hugh Ruscombe Poole and Edwin Gould.  In this deed Edwin seems to continue his 
peregrinations, for he is now said to be living in Chedzoy and is referenced as a 
Yeoman.  His father, Thomas, appointed Jonathan Colmer Williams, Surgeon, of 
South Brent, and Gabriel Stone Poole, Gentleman, late of South Brent his executors.  
Unfortunately Jonathan died on the 13th November 1871 and Gabriel died on the 25th 
March 1876, shortly before this deed was drawn up.  As Hugh Ruscombe Poole was 
the executor of Gabriel, the survivor of the original executors, he became executor of 
Thomas’s estate.  Thomas had requested all his assets to be turned into cash and 
then divided amongst his children equally, which is why the property in Battleborough 
Lane now came up for sale.  Edwin decided to purchase it for £850, which he does by 
this Indenture.  Note that it is only the Battleborough Lane estate that he purchases.  
In the 1871 deed his father’s properties in South Brent, Burnham and Mark amounted 
to 14 acres 3 roods and 15 perches, of which the estate purchased by Edwin 
comprised just 5 acres 3 roods and 25 perches, a little over a third of the original 
estate. 
Not surprisingly, therefore, Edwin Gould is back in Battleborough Lane in the 1881 
census, with Emma and their son Lawrence, but he is now described as a Carpenter 
and his son (22) as a Farm Labourer.  They also have a lodger staying with them; 
Walter Fouracre is a Blacksmith, although it is not certain whether he practised where 
he lodged. John Page 
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Women’s Society 
Just a reminder that our first meeting after the Summer break is 
on: Thursday 25th September at 8.00pm.  The venue is 4, The 
Willows (Ann’s house).  We will have our AGM, then discuss the 
programme for next year - new ideas much appreciated. 
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible. Ann 

Women’s Institute 
At our September meeting, Community Police Officer, Matt Hawker, 
gave us plenty of advice on protecting our home and being aware of 
telephone, mail and e-mail scams.  We have to have our wits about us 
to avoid being taken in by unscrupulous rogues.  At our next meeting at 

the Parish Hall on October 8th at 2.30pm a representative from the Children’s Hospice 
S.W. will be talking to us. 
The winner of the Flower of the Month competition was Jean Rich with a rose. JMG 

Royal British Legion Women’s Section 
Brent Knoll branch  
The Women’s Section will be holding its next branch meeting on Tuesday 14th 
October from 7pm in the Red Cow.  This is open to all members of the Women’s 
Section and those ladies interested in joining.  Some of us will stay for a bar snack 
and you are very welcome to join us – no need to book.  There is no charge for the 
meeting and you buy your own coffee/drinks/snack at the bar.  Further information 
about this meeting and the Women’s Section may be obtained from Liz (760 810), 
Bella (760 528) and Cynthia (760 198). Mary Piper 

“200+ Club” – September Draw 
The September draw took place at the Parish Hall Committee meeting with numbers 
drawn by committee members.  Winning numbers were:- 
 

September No. Prize Name  
First Prize 147 £   20 Mr J.R. Ramsay Sydney Australia 
Second Prize 09 £   20 Mrs C.E. Filmer-Ramsay Sydney Australia 
Third Prize 335 £   16 Filmer Family Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Fourth Prize 00 £   12 Mr R.D. Filmer Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Fifth Prize 229 £   12 Mr T.J. Wellavize Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Sixth Prize 98 £   10 Mr D. Large Burton Row Brent Knoll 
Seventh Prize 318 £     8 Mrs S.P. Marsh Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Eighth Prize 22 £     6 Mr C.J. Kilduff Brent Road Berrow 
You can see the “200+ Club” winners on the village website at www.brentknollvillage.co.uk 
Thank you all for your continued support of the “200+ Club” and our Parish Hall. 
 Bob Filmer, 200+ Club Co-ordinator 
Just for Fun 
A wife asks her husband, “Could you go to the shops for me?  Buy one carton of milk 
and, if they have eggs, get 6.” 
A short time later the husband comes back with six cartons of milk.  The wife asks 
him, “Why on earth did you buy so much milk?” 
He replies, “They had eggs.” DW 
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The Enigma of Sir Edward Elgar 
Brian Freestone will give an 
illustrated talk on England's favourite 
composer, Sir Edward Elgar.  
Examples of his music will be 
accompanied by pictures from his life.  
Part of the programme will focus on 
'The Enigma Variations' in which 
Elgar described some of his friends in 
musical terms.  
Saturday 4th October 7.30pm 

At Brent Knoll Parish Hall 
Tickets £5 from Brent Knoll Post Office or Ged Keele 
(01278 769 010)  

Light refreshments available and cash bar. 
Proceeds will go towards St Michael's Church Funds (Parish of Three Saints) 
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Your Local Family Will 
Writing Service 

Est 2003
Home Visiting 
Free initial Advice 
Wills and Trusts 
Lasting Power of 
Attorney

Secure Document Storage 
Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

Fully CRB Checked 
References provided 
Professional Indemnity Cover 

Contact
Owen J Cullwick

01278 794 463 
07927 445 215 

owen@cullwick.co.uk



27 
 

The Battle of Trafalgar (Updated)  
Nelson: “Order the signal, Hardy.” 
Hardy: “Aye, aye sir.” 
Nelson: “Hold on, this isn’t what I dictated to 

Flags.  What’s the meaning of this?”  
Hardy: “Sorry sir?” 
Nelson: (reading aloud): “England expects 

every person to do his or her duty, 
regardless of race, gender, sexual 
orientation, religious persuasion or 
disability.’  What gobbledegook is this 
for God's sake?”  

Hardy: “Admiralty policy, I’m afraid, sir.  We’re 
an equal opportunities employer now.   
We had the devil’s own job getting, 
‘England’ past the censors, lest it be 
considered racist.” 

Nelson: “Gadzooks, Hardy.  Hand me my pipe 
and tobacco.” 

Hardy: “Sorry sir.  All naval vessels have now 
been designated smoke-free working 
environments.” 

Nelson: “In that case, break open the rum 
ration.  Let us splice the mainbrace to 
steel the men before battle.”  

Hardy: “The rum ration has been abolished, 
Admiral.  It’s part of the Government’s 
policy on binge drinking.” 

Nelson: “Good heavens, Hardy.  I suppose we’d 
better get on with it …… full speed 
ahead.” 

Hardy: “I think you’ll find that there’s a 4 knot 
speed limit in this stretch of water.” 

Nelson: “Damn it man!  We are on the eve of 
the greatest sea battle in history.  We 
must advance with all dispatch.  Report 
from the crow’s nest please.” 

Hardy: “That won’t be possible, sir.” 
Nelson: “What?”  
Hardy: “Health & Safety have closed the crow’s 

nest, sir. No harness; and they said that 
rope ladders don’t meet regulations.  
They won't let anyone up there until a 
proper scaffolding can be erected.” 

Nelson: “Then get me the ship’s carpenter 
without delay, Hardy.” 

Hardy: “He’s busy knocking up a wheelchair 
access to the foredeck Admiral.” 

Nelson: “Wheelchair access? I’ve never heard 
anything so absurd.” 

Hardy: “Health & Safety again, sir.  We have to 
provide a barrier-free environment for 
the differently abled.” 

Nelson: “Differently abled?  I’ve only one arm 
and one eye and I refuse even to hear 
mention of the word.  I didn’t rise to the 

rank of admiral by playing the disability 
card.” 

Hardy: “Actually, sir, you did.  The Royal Navy 
is under represented in the areas of 
visual impairment and limb deficiency.” 

Nelson: “Whatever next?  Give me full sail.  The 
salt spray beckons.” 

Hardy: “A couple of problems there too, sir.  
Health & Safety won’t let the crew up 
the rigging without hard hats.  And they 
don’t want anyone breathing in too 
much salt - haven't you seen the 
adverts?” 

Nelson: “I’ve never heard such infamy.  Break 
out the cannon and tell the men to 
stand by to engage the enemy.” 

Hardy: “The men are a bit worried about 
shooting at anyone, Admiral.” 

Nelson: “What?  This is mutiny!”  
Hardy: “It’s not that, sir.  It’s just that they’re 

afraid of being charged with murder if 
they actually kill anyone.  There’s a 
couple of legal-aid lawyers on board, 
watching everyone like hawks.” 

Nelson: “Then how are we to sink the Frenchies 
and the Spanish?”  

Hardy: “Actually, sir, we’re not.” 
Nelson: “We’re not?”  
Hardy: “No, sir.  The French and the Spanish 

are our European partners now.  
According to the Common Fisheries 
Policy, we shouldn’t even be in this 
stretch of water.  We could get hit with 
a claim for compensation.” 

Nelson: “But you must hate a Frenchman as 
you hate the devil.” 

Hardy: “I wouldn't let the ship’s diversity co-
ordinator hear you saying that sir.  
You'll be up on disciplinary report.” 

Nelson: “You must consider every man an 
enemy, who speaks ill of your King.” 

Hardy: “Not any more, sir.  We must be 
inclusive in this multicultural age.  Now 
put on your Kevlar vest; it’s the rules.  It 
could save your life”  

Nelson: “Don’t tell me - Health & Safety.  
Whatever happened to rum, sodomy 
and the lash?” 

Hardy: “As I explained, sir, rum is off the menu!  
And there’s a ban on corporal 
punishment.” 

Nelson: “What about sodomy?”  
Hardy: “I believe that is now legal, sir.” 
Nelson: “In that case ….... kiss me, Hardy.”  

The Friendly Pharmacist 
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Wartime Memories 
Mr Geoffrey Ham interviewed on 17th June 2014. 
From working at Vole Farm, Mark, January 1943 Geoff joined the Royal Navy before 
going on to the Fleet Air Arm.  He sent his first four weeks at Butlin’s, Skegness.  
Subsequent experiences were to be in great contrast.  From there he spent ten weeks 
near Manchester.  He trained as an Aircraft Mechanic (engines) at Hednesford and 
his first posting was on a ship on the River Forth near Dunfermline.  From there the 
ship set off on the perilous journey as part of a Russian Convoy.  At one o’clock one 
morning whilst Geoff was asleep in his bunk, the ship was torpedoed by U-boat U2 
554 off the North Coast of Scotland.  Naturally all the members of the crew were 
terrified.  Sadly the torpedo hit the engine room of the 8,000 ton ship and thirty men 
were killed.  The men, including Geoff, were picked up by two ships.  The torpedoed 
ship stayed afloat, however, and was eventually towed back to the Hebrides. 
By way of contrast, Geoff’s next posting was on the troopship, ‘Dominion Monarch’ a 
Saville Line Liner which set off from Liverpool for the Panama Canal, on its way to 
Sydney, Australia where Geoff enjoyed a two week stay at Warwick Farm. 
From there he sailed north east on a small ship to the tiny coral island of Ponam, part 
of the Admiralty Islands, off the north coast of New Guinea in the South Pacific 
Ocean.  These islands, just south of the Equator are covered in rainforest. 
Ponam was only 1½ miles long and was a Forward Base for the American Pacific 
Fleet made up of Commandoes.  Geoff worked as an air mechanic on American 
aircraft ‘Vengeance’ which were dive bombers.  There was a small airstrip on the 
island.  During Geoff’s time on Ponam island, Japanese soldiers made upwards of 
twenty daytime raids with their landing craft from the much larger neighbouring island 
of Manus, where there was a substantial number of them.  One day a friend of 
Geoff’s, a sick berth attendant, went to the aid of a wounded Japanese on the beach 
and he was unceremoniously shot dead by a Japanese soldier because they did not 
believe in surrender.  The British troops ensured that this Japanese soldier did not 
make it back to Manus.  Sten guns were the main weapon of the British troops.  There 
were some 4 inch calibre gun emplacements on the island but most troops relied on 
sten guns. 
The natives on the island were quite friendly although, only a few years earlier, were 
said to have been cannibals but they didn‘t eat any of the British troops to Geoff‘s 
knowledge!.  Diseases such as cholera, yellow fever and prickly heat were a problem 
as were the very dangerous coral snakes.  Geoff contracted a foot fungus which took 
20/30 years to disappear.  There were several tropical birds and harmless honey 
bears which lived in the trees.  There were huge spiders too, (as big as a man’s hand) 
one of which crawled up onto Geoff’s bunk.  Fortunately Geoff’s mate threw a boot at 
it and it disappeared much to Geoff’s relief. 
The men lived in American built huts which were strong enough to withstand the 
occasional tropical storm.  
For relaxation, the men would swim in a huge pond, the result of a bomb having made 
a deep crater.  The men named it ‘Kamikaze Lido’.  The troops produced their own 
newspaper; they played football and cricket for relaxation even in equatorial heat. 
They also built a church and a cinema.  About 400 men lived on the island along with 
200 American troops.  Conclusion Next Month, BDF 
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WANT TO PLAY THE  
PIANO or KEYBOARD? 
Qualified piano and  
keyboard teacher in  
Brent Knoll available  
for friendly, informal lessons 
Beginners and nervous students a speciality 
Learn for fun – no pressure to sit exams!  
For those who do want to work through 
their grades, the A.B.R.S.M. syllabus is 
taught. 

Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703 
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY 
  2nd Saturday Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café 
18th Oct Harvest Supper 28th February Howden Jones (Music) 
  with “The Mangled Wurzels” 13th June Village Fête 
28/29th Nov “BAD” Performances! 18th July Music on the Green 
Next committee meeting – Monday, 13th October, 8pm, “Jubilee Room” 

Brent Knoll Table Tennis Club??? 
Hi, I would like to gauge if there is any interest in holding a weekly Table 
Tennis Club in Brent Knoll. 

This would be for all ages and abilities, and would run one evening per week 
at a suitable location within the village. 
Please get in touch via phone or txt on 01278 769 107 or 07414 868 333, or 
drop me an email - john@mathewsandco.co.uk.John Mathews - Station Road 

Crossword 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Across 
4) Looks Daggers (6) 
8) Authorisation (10) 
9) Holy Women (3) 
11) Dame _____ Hird, Actress (5) 
13) Church recess (4) 
15) Main point (3) 
17) Japan’s currency unit (3) 
18) In a frenzy (4) 
20) Spiny shrub (5) 
23) Liver secretion (4) 
25) Throat infection (5) 
26) Recline (6) 
 
 
 
 
 

Down 
1) Ennul (6) 
2) Indecent Humour (4) 
3) Petrol company with a feline emblem (4) 
4) _____ Lollobrigida, Italian Actress (4) 
5) Hello Mary _____ (3) 
6) _____ Karenina, Tolstoy novel (4) 
7) The _____ Year Itch, film (5) 
10) Watch secretly (3) 
12) Little Australian animal? (3) 
14) Spangle (6) 
15) Opposite of zenith (5) 
16) Quick curtsy (3) 
19) Metric prefix for a thousand (4) 
20) Richard _____, film actor 
21) Weakest of a litter (4) 
22) Wickedness (4) 
24) _____ Vegas, US city (3) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12 13 14

15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22

23 24

25

26
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Lympsham Gardening Club 
It was a lively group that gathered together at Dobunni on a 
beautiful warm Summer’s evening for our September meeting.  Our 
host, Ian Gibson, took us for a wander round the lakes at Yarlington 
Barn where fish were seen breaking the surface for a feed as the sun went down.  
Once again Ian, a big Thank You for inviting us to have our meeting in such delightful 
surroundings. 
On 11th September our Autumn Coffee Morning at the Pavilion Lympsham was again 
fortunate, having lovely weather for our Plant Sales, Bring & Buy, Raffle and a nice 
cuppa and chat.  Thank You to all who helped to make it a successful morning. 
Dates of future Meetings:-   
Tuesday   14th October   7.45pm Winter Plants with Hilary Cox 
Tuesday   11th November   7.45pm Quiz with David 
Tuesday     9th December   7.45pm Christmas Decorations with Dot 
New Members very Welcome or come along as a Visitor Mariette Denison 

BAD 
Brent Amateur Dramatic group (BAD) are busy 
putting together their forthcoming production to be 
held on November 28th and 29th. 
Our theme this year is A Talent Contest, some 
good performances and some! BAD! 
We are a travelling band of BAD actors who hold 
talent contests in each village we visit ,so, on November the 28th and 29th our 
travelling show will be coming Brent Knoll Parish Hall to hold the contest.  Come 
along and see our local talent perform alongside our talented group of BAD 
performers, an event not to be missed.  
Tickets will be on sale at the Brent Knoll village shop and will be flying off the shelves. 
We are meeting at the Parish Hall every Friday night starting at 7.30pm.  If you are 
interested in being involved back stage, or if you have already expressed an interest 
in performing in the talent contest, please join us as soon as you can. Sarah 

AFTERNOON TEA PARTY – SUNDAY 16TH NOVEMBER   
An afternoon tea party is being set up in the village for people aged 75 and over to 
tackle loneliness for people who live alone and have little or no contact with family 
and friends.  
The tea party will be held on a Sunday offering a regular and vital friendship link every 
month with the first one commencing on Sunday 16th November at 3pm.  The aim is to 
bring people together, develop fulfilling friendships and support networks and give 
everyone involved something to look forward to each month.  
If you would be interested in supporting this initiative by becoming a volunteer, 
coordinator or host, then it would be greatly appreciated.  You can volunteer with your 
car as a driver to collect a guest each month and take them to the host’s home for the 
afternoon.  The idea is that the driver remains with the guest and therefore committing 
to three to four hours one Sunday each month.  
For further information or details to attend the tea party then please contact Kim 
Wilcox, Village Agent on 07943 555 519 or kwilcoxva@somersetrcc.org.uk  Kim 
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KENNY GORDON      
PLANT HIRE 

GENERAL GROUNDWORKS, PADDOCK & FIELD 
FENCING. 

EXCAVATION OF WATERWAYS & HORSE ARENAS 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS VISIT 

www.kennygordonplanthire.co.uk
Tel:  01278 760 642 / 07885 251 697 



71

���������	
��	�
�����	
��	�����������	�������	��
�������
�

Let’s  Celebrate 
Cakes by Alison 

 
Wedding and Celebration Cakes 

 Cupcakes and Sugarcraft workshops 
AAlison 07825 233665 

www.lets-celebrate.uk.com          

Reliable Professional Driver 
Long Distance Specialist 

Call: 760 592 or 07950 304 196 
for a quote 

Licensed for Private Hire by Sedgemoor DC 

SW AIRPORT CARS 
BASED IN BRENT KNOLL 
Very Competitive Prices
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Your October Sudokus 
 Easy Sudoku Hard Sudoku (Win a £5 Prize!) 
 

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A   6 9   2   
 

B  5 7  1   6 4   
C   8  4 3    
 

D 7   2  4  9  
 

E 8 3     5 7 2  
 

F 1    6 8  3  
 

G   9       
 

H  2     5 7 3
 
J 4      8   

The Easy Sudoku is a bit different this month as one box has no clues in it.  Why not 
give it a go? 
Just 12 persons solved last month’s Hard Sudoku.  Perhaps it was a bit harder?   
They were Klaus Brenner, Pauline Chadwick, Mac Hares, Holywell Nursing Home, 
Stephen Lawrence, Frankie New, Chris Marsh, Charlotte Mylrea, Pat Paulson, 
Caroline Sturgess, Ted Toon, and Gordon Watson.  Mac Hares won the ballot.    
Send answers to 48, Brent Street or david@flockman.com. David Filmer 
Last month’s Sudoku Solutions (by popular request from several competitors) are below:- 
 Even Easiest Sudoku Hard Sudoku 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Just for Fun – Church Bulletins 
“For those of you that have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs.” 
“Potluck supper Sunday at 5.00pm – prayer and medication to follow” Frances James 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A     6   8 
 

B  4     1   
C  3      
 

D   5     
 

E     4 3  
 

F 2  8      
 

G  7   6   
 

H    8 2   
 
J 1  5  7     

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 1 3 2 4 9 6 5 8 7
 

B 5 7 8 1 3 2 6 4 9
   

C 6 9 4 8 5 7 1 2 3
 

D 3 1 7 9 6 8 2 5 4
 

E 8 6 9 5 2  4 7 3 1
 

F 2 4 5 3 7 1 8 9 6
 

G 7 5 6 2 4 9 3 1 8
 

H 9 2 1 6 8 3 4 7 5
 
J 4 8 3 7 1 5 9 6 2

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A 3 7 8 5 9 1 2 6 4 
 

B 1 9 5 6 2 4 7 3 8 
  
C 2 6 4 3 8 7 1 5 9 
 

D 8 5 3 9 7 2 4 1 6 
 

E 4 2 9 1 3 6 5 8 7 
 

F 6 1 7 4 5 8 3 9 2 
 

G 9 4 2 8 1 3 6 7 5 
 

H 5 3 6 7 4 9 8 2 1 
 
J 7 8 1 2 6 5 9 4 3 
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News from the Primary 
After a term of being head teacher at Brent Knoll Primary, I still 
drive down Brent Street each morning thinking of not only how 
privileged I am to be doing this job, but quite in awe of the 
beauty of the place.  It’s a beauty that has, in the last fortnight, 
been given a timeless quality by the early morning mist 
hovering in the fields on each side of the motorway and 
around the Knoll.  How different to the former drive I had, 
down the pylon-ed and grey Parkway of Bridgwater.  Within 
just a few miles the environments that children grow up in can 
vary so dramatically. 
With such advantages on our door-step, who wouldn’t want to get out of the 
classroom and explore?  Since Easter there has already been a clutch of guided 
walks up the Knoll and to Ralph’s Wood.  The younger children have visited the park 
and shop on several occasions.  Even within our small grounds, we are getting out 
more; getting involved in Forest School activities each Friday and playing more 
outdoor sports after the school day has ended.  St. Michael’s, of course, has become 
a half-termly place of school worship, as well as a mini-science park and museum of 
local history.  There is so much on this particular door-step we can be thankful for. 
To cap off all the advantages of the natural environment, Brent Knoll has, I find, a 
calendar full of traditions, all of which also help to make our school year even more 
fulfilling.  Easter egg hunts; scare-crows and Harvest festival; carols in the park and a 
Nativity in the church; country dancing and a Village Fête.  In these early days of a 
new school year there has been talk of Ofsted in the staff-room.  It is apparent that 
one area the inspectors now look at is how a school celebrates British culture.  Surely 
this is one box, with the aid of the people and landscapes that make the village of 
Brent Knoll, we can tick with enthusiasm. Chris Burman 

Gone are the days 
There he goes again, “Old Father Time” long handled scythe in one hand, hour glass 
in the other, quietly moving the years along. Yes, I have had, yet another birthday. 
The day arrives and you realise you’re an “old timer”, no need to panic, apart from the 
birthday cake dangerously loaded with candles and trying to avoid questions about 
your vintage, there are some good things about advancing years, you may notice 
some young people do not give you a second glance, but much to their folly, many 
senior citizens amongst us, have been everywhere, done most of it and gained a 
great deal of knowledge along the way, emerging a bit wobbly, but mostly intact. 
In the old days it was fun playing hide and seek, making catapults, flying kites or 
learning about our history, studying fossils etc.  I am feeling a bit of a fossil myself.  I 
know, I am not going to climb that tree or go racing around Silverstone again, but 
there are other pleasures, like watching sport on TV enjoying a lovely dinner with 
friends, the afternoon snooze, reading a good book or the BKN. 
I have decided to blow a raspberry at Old Father Time and get on growing old but still 
having fun and remembering the good old days. RW 
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Bespoke Gates 
and Garage 

Doors Limited 

Unit 5, Mill Batch Farm,
East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4JN

Tel :  01278 760068

e-mail:
sales@bespokegatesanddoors.co.uk

Manufacturers of quality 

bespoke wooden gates

7�
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Junior tournament on 22nd August 2014 

10 juniors from Brent Knoll and 1 from Weston played in this year’s junior tournament. 
Scott Havercroft received the trophy, beating Felix Grandfield in the final match. Ben 
Evans and Tom Ferns tied for third place. The sunny afternoon ended with hot dogs 
for all. Alison 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“What’s all this about using Robots to round up sheep?!” 
“Sounds barmy to me, they say they watched dogs and said the dogs eyes looked for 

white objects to round up!” 
“That’ll be great for hill farmers; the Robots will be trying to round up lumps of rock, 

thinking they’re sheep!” 
“But what happens when the batteries run out; Whistle for your dog!!” 
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Free Road Smart driving awareness sessions 
Avon and Somerset Constabulary 

 

Our free Road Smart driving awareness programme is off to a great start with over 
1,000 people signed up so far. 
We’re seeking your help to promote these sessions further and get even more people 
to sign up. The statistics around road safety are scary: 
  
• 95% of all collisions are caused by human error and 
• One third of all serious crashes involve people aged 17-24 
  
We’re therefore keen for as many people as possible to attend a free 2 hour session 
to improve their driving awareness. 
The sessions are available in Keynsham, Bath, Filton, Weston-super-Mare, Taunton, 
Chipping Sodbury and Yeovilton and are bookable for 17-24 year olds and for those 
aged 25 and over.  This new and potentially life-saving session is available to all 
drivers; to see the dates on offer and to book a place visit www.roadsmart.org. 

“Talbot House” 
A Musical Play 

At  
Saint Michael’s Church 

7.30pm 
Saturday 8th November 

This Play forms a central part of the Parish Commemoration of the start of World War 1. 
Talbot House was a “Home from Home” established in Poperinge, Belgium, a few miles 

behind the front line and became a haven for thousands of allied troops. 
It was run by The Reverend “Tubby” Clayton and became known by the army signallers code 

as “Toc H” 
The play gives a brief history of the house with the aid of music and poetry of the Great War 

and the atmosphere felt by the troops that visited it. 
Tickets available from Brent Knoll Post Office 01278 760 225 or from 01278 760 308. 

Adults £8.00, Children £4.00.  
Drinks and refreshments available  

In aid of The Parish of The Three Saints 



MBC Property Maintenance
We can take care of all of your property 
maintenance, inside and out, including

Decorating - Fencing - Decking- 
Sheds - Gardening - Flooring -

Made to Measure Metal
Gates & Railings 

No Job Too Small 

Call us on 01278 760170 
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Secure Caravan Storage 
Gary and Sarah Bowden 

G&S Storage 
Tel: 01934 750298 
Mob:07970 950707 

Highland Farm, Lympsham, Somerset, BS24 0JQ 
www.gands-storage.co.uk

just 4 miles from Junction 22 or the M5 
Insurance approved – CaSSOA (Gold) 

CCTV  
Hard standing with easy access 

Wash facility 
Storage containers to rent 

OPEN ALL YEAR



43 
 

The Dangers of Speed Watch 
Two British traffic patrol officers from North Berwick, east of Edinburgh, were involved 
in an unusual incident while checking the speeding motorists on the A1 Great North 
Road. 
One of the officers (who are not named on the report) used a hand-held radar device 
to check the speed of a vehicle approaching over the crest of a hill, and was surprised 
when the speed recorded was over 300mph.  The machine then stopped working and 
the officers were not able to reset it. 
The radar had in fact locked on to a NATO Tornado fighter jet over the North Sea, 
which was engaged in a low-flying exercise over the Border district. 
Back at Police headquarters the Chief Constable fired off a stiff complaint to the RAF 
Liaison office. 
Back came the reply in true laconic RAF style 
“Thank you for your message, which allows us to complete the file on this incident.  
You may be interested to know that the tactical computer in the tornado had 
automatically locked-on to your “hostile radar equipment” and sent a jamming signal 
back to it.  Furthermore, the Sidewinder air-to ground missiles aboard the fully-armed 
aircraft had also locked on to the target.  Fortunately the Dutch pilot flying the 
Tornado responded to the missile status alert intelligently, and was able to over-ride 
the automatic protection system before the missile was launched”. 
The Brent Knoll Speed Watch team will stick to just checking motor vehicles. RW 
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – August 2014 
I finished last month’s report, which covered the very warm June and July 
period, by wondering whether we heading for a record-breaking Summer.  I 
have heard it said that comment was the cause of the cool and dreary 
August that followed.  I’m not entirely convinced that the weather works that 
way, but if I did spoil anyone’s August holiday then I apologise unreservedly. 
August was certainly a disappointing month, with an average temperature of 
15.6°C (60°F) making it joint-coolest with August 2011.  It was wetter than 
average too: our recorded rainfall was 94.4mm (3.7in), but an unfortunate 
incident with a particularly determined spider in the rain gauge mechanism 
means that is an under-reading.  The true figure was about 100mm, above 
average but not a record - we were over the 100mm mark in 2008 and 2012. 
The cause of the unseasonable weather (apart from my comments last month) was twofold.  
Firstly, much of August was dominated by Atlantic low pressure systems – there was a 
noticeable absence of high pressure, and the average barometer reading for the month was 
just 1011.2hPa, the lowest since 2008 when we recorded 125mm (4.9in) of rain. 
Secondly, when high pressure did appear around the middle of the month, it set up camp 
out in the Atlantic opposite a stationary low pressure system over Scandinavia.  This 
drew a stream of cold air down from the North – the exact opposite of the situation that 
often existed in June and July when we were treated to hot, humid continental air.  The 
cold airstream was dry so there were clear skies, meaning low night time temperatures of 
6.1°C (43°F) on the 21st and 6.4°C on the 24th.  These are not record lows for August, but 
the very cool spell lasted for the best part of a week and that is unusual.  The maximum 
temperature was 23°C (73°F) on the 8th, which was a poor effort by anyone’s standards – 
a maximum of around 26°C is normal in August. 
One notable event was the passage of ex-Hurricane Bertha up the Bristol Channel on the 
morning of the 10th.  This system attracted a good deal of media attention, but in this 
area it wasn’t too dramatic – a brisk westerly followed its passing, averaging 15-20kts 
(17-23mph) and with a gust of 29.6kts (34mph) during the afternoon.  There were 
thunderstorms further up the Bristol Channel, and ex-Bertha gained in strength as it 
crossed the country causing flooding further east and tornadoes in Humberside, but here 
we recorded only 4mm (0.2in) of rain. 
The end of August means the end of Summer, and despite the cool August, this Summer 
was a warm one – the average temperature was 16.9°C (62°F), just one-tenth of a degree 
cooler than last Summer which remains the warmest recorded here.  Although August was 
wet, June and July were not and the Summer rainfall was 205.6mm (8.1in) (or around 
211mm if we allow for the spider) – about what we would expect for this time of year. 
Readers will be relieved to know that I am making no comment at all about September’s 
weather Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk 

BRENT KNOLL PARISH & BEAT SURGERY 
our Neighbourhood Beat Officer and Parish Clerk 

PCSO 9613 Pauline Dixon and Owen Cullwick 
will be holding a Parish & Beat Surgery on 

Wednesday, October 1st 

10.30am to 12 noon 
Nuttall Room, Brent Knoll Parish Hall 

Please use this opportunity to meet your Neighbourhood Beat officer and Parish Clerk to discuss any issues 
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More Ramblings of a Rambler 
Unfortunately the Rambler is rambling further afield this month but I am told 
will return next month!                                                                                 Ed. 

BERROW CONSERVATION GROUP 
‘Gardening for Butterflies’ 
Just after the clocks go back, Berrow Conservation Group will be 
heading indoors for a Winter season of presentations.  For our first 
evening, we are delighted to welcome John Burrell and his colleague 
Dave Ayling, two long standing members of Butterfly Conservation’s Somerset and 
Bristol Branch.  The main subject will be ‘Gardening for Butterflies’, with an element 
concerning the role and activities of Butterfly Conservation, including reference to 
scarcer ‘site specialist’ butterflies found on reserves and other wilder parts of 
Somerset.  All are welcome to join us on Tuesday October 28th at Berrow Village Hall 
7.30pm.  Visitors £2.50  Members £1.00 refreshments included. Ann Griffiths 
 

 Fun Day and BBQ 
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The Red Cow 
 Large Beer Garden FRIDAY NIGHT is 
 Function Room CURRY Night - £6.00p 
 Traditional Food Homemade Chicken Curry 
  Popadom & Chutney 
  Tel: 01278 760 234 

Our Menu is available as a Take Away Our Menu is available as a Take Away 
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0786674499501278 641516 
www.markkitchensandmore.co.uk

Sandale House, Mark.

23B Church St, 
Highbridge, 
Somerset, 
TA9 3AG 

01278 795556 

Re-Upholstery
Modern or Antique Furniture 
Repairs
Spring Replacement 
Foam . . Cut to Size, largest stock in the area 
All work Guaranteed
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Diary for October 2014 Page 
  1st SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
  1st Brent Knoll Parish & Beat Surgery Nuttall Room 10.30-12 noon 44 
  2nd Chalice Morris Men Practice (Every Thursday) Parish Hall   8.00pm-10pm 
  3rd BAD Rehearsals (Every Friday) Parish Hall   7.30pm 32 
  4th The Enigma of Sir Edward Elgar Parish Hall   7.30pm 24 
  6th Bible Study Group Methodist Church   2.30pm 4 
  6th Knoll Classical Music Circle (Every Monday) Ball Copse Hall   7.00pm  
  6th Parish Council – Public Session Jubilee Room   7.30pm 7 

Parish Council – Meeting Jubilee Room to follow immediately 
  7th Toddlers (Every Tuesday) Methodist Schoolroom 10.30-12 noon 4 
  7th Knoll Group of Ringers (Every Tuesday) St Michael’s Church   7.30pm-9pm 
  8th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste Your House   Early!!  
  8th Women’s Institute “Children’s Hospice” Parish Hall   2.30pm 23 
11th Bazaar, Farmers’ Market & Parish Café  Parish Hall 10.00am 8, 31 
13th Whist Drive IvyClad Hall   7.00pm 15 
13th Parish Hall Committee Meeting Jubilee Room   8.00pm 31 
14th Mobile Library [NOTE Tuesday!!] See Village Notice Boards for Details  
14th RBL Women’s Section meeting Red Cow   7.00pm 23 
14th Lympsham Gardening Club –“Winter Plants” Manor Hall, Lympsham   7.45pm 32 
15th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
15th DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER BRENT KNOLL NEWS 12.00 noon 50 
15th Good Companions - “Steve Holford” Parish Hall   2.30pm 16 
18th Harvest Supper with “Mangled Wurzels” Parish Hall   7.15pm 8,31,43 
20th Meet & Eat Nuttall Room 12.30pm 12 
20th WI Craft Group Methodist Schoolroom   2.30pm 16 
20th Parish Council – Provisional Planning meeting Jubilee Room   7.30pm 7 
21st Girls Just Wanna Have Fun! “Halloween” Woodlands   7.30pm 12 
22nd SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste Your House   Early!!  
22nd Mobile Library [NOTE Wednesday!!] See Village Notice Boards for Details  
26th British Summertime Ends Clocks Go Back  16 
27th Selling Poppies Starts Sanders Garden World 4 
27th Local History Group Jubilee Room   7.30pm 12 
28th NO Toddlers [Half Term]   4 
28th Berrow Conservation Group “Butterflies” Berrow Village Hall   7.30pm 47 
29th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  

Anything missing?  Make sure your events are listed in the Monthly Event Diary 

DEADLINE FOR THE NOVEMBER 2014 ISSUE –  
All contributions to be received by NOON on Wednesday, 15th October, to:- 
Bob, e-mail: bob@flockman.com or Wascelyn, 48, Brent Street, Brent Knoll, TA9 4DT 
The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions.  Views expressed are those of individual 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of the editor or represent the standpoint of 
the Brent Knoll News.  The Editor reserves the right to edit or amend any contribution. 

POSTAL Subscription 
The Brent Knoll News is available by post for those outside the village.  So if you have friends or 
family who no longer live in the village, but who would like to keep up to date with what’s 
happening, all you need to do is to send their name and address together with a cheque for £10 
(incl. UK postage), to the editor, payable to “Brent Knoll News” and we’ll do the rest. 

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk 
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